®1gaging men:

strategies and dilemmas in violence /

prevention education among men

Efforts to prevent violence against women will fail
unless they undermine the cultural and collective
supports for physical and sexual assault found
among many men. The overwhelming majority
of perpetrators of violence against women are men:
a substantial minority of males accept violence-
supportive attitudes and beliefs, and cultural
constructions of masculinity shape men’s use
of physical and sexual violence against women.
Educational strategies which lessen such social
-supports of violence are therefore vital. This paper
outlines recent Australian community education
campaigns directed at men and the dilemmas
with which they deal. It then identifies five key
challenges in such work.

Violence against women is more likely in contexts
in which manhood is culturally defined as linked
to dominance, toughness, or male honour (Heise,
1998:277). Where ‘being a man’ involves aggres-
siveness, the repression of empathy and a sense
of entitlement to power, those men who are violent
are acting out the dictates of what it means to be
a ‘normal’ male. At an individual level, some men
are more likely to sexually assault women: men
who have hostile and negative sexual attitudes
towards women, who identify with traditional
images of masculinity and male gender role
privilege, who believe in rape stereotypes, and
who see violence as manly and desirable (Heise,
1998:277, O'Neil & Harway, 1997:192; Scully, 1990;
Warshaw, 1988). Men with more traditional, rigid
and misogynistic gender-role attitudes are more
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likely to practise marital violence (Alder, 1992:269;
O'Neil & Harway, 1997:192; Heise, 1998:278).

Violence prevention efforts must address such
relationships between violence, social constructions
of masculinity and gendered power relations.
Formal prevention and control strategies such as
sound laws and integrated criminal responses are
important. They can make a difference to victims’
recovery and to the likelihood of perpetrators’
recidivism, and they have symbolic value. But
formal control strategies have little to work with
in a climate where most women and men do not
formally report abusive events, most survivors
remain silent (DeKeseredy, Schwartz & Alvi,
2000:921), and dominant beliefs about violence
convince many women that their experience was
not rape or assault at all or that it was their fault
(Kelly & Radford, 1996).

Men have been invited to contribute to the goal
of ending violence against women in various
contexts: in perpetrator programs, through
profeminist men’s anti-violence activism (Flood,
2001), through education in such male-dominated
professions as the police, law and medicine,

and through community education campaigns.
The remainder of this paper centres on the last
approach. I focus on efforts directed at aclult men
rather than those among boys for example in
schools (Cameron, 2000), although many of the
dilemmas discussed are similar.
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